AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 28, 2005

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2005—06 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 573

Introduced by Assembly Member Wolk

February 16, 2005

An act-to-repeal-and-add-Seetton2782-of the-Civi-Code; relating to

indemnity.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 573, as amended, Wolk. Construction contracts: indemnity.

Existing law provides that agreements contained in or affecting any
construction contract that purport to indemnify the promisee against
liability for damages for death or bodily injury to persons, injury to
property, or any other loss, damage, or expense arising from the sole
negligence or willful misconduct of the promisee or the promisee’s
agents, servants, or independent contractors who are directly
responsible to the promisee, or for defects in design furnished by those
persons, are against public policy and are void and unenforceable,
except as specified.
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This bill would state the intent the Legislature to enact legislation
governing the use of indemnification and additional-insured
provisions in construction contracts with respect to construction
defect disputes, as specified.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. It is the intent of the Legislature to enact
legislation governing the use of indemnification and
additional-insured provisions in construction contracts with
respect to construction defect disputes in order to expedite the
fair and efficient resolution of these disputes and to address the
availability and cost of liability insurance for builders,
contractors, subcontractors, design professionals, and others, as
well as addressing the cost of housing.
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